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YOU  AIN'T  SEEN  NUTHIN'  YET 

Dr.  John  Victory,  ol  the  NACA,  speaking  oi  iuture  air 
transportation  says  that  " . . you  may  have  an  early  break- 
fast in,  say  Washington,  D C.,  and  leave  the  airport  there 
a half-hour  after  sunrise.  When  you  arrive  in  Los  Angeles, 
the  sun  v/ill  have  gone  back  down  again — set  below  the 
Eastern  Horizon.  In  Los  Angeles,  the  time  will  be  'the  night 
before  you  left  Washingon.'  For  you'll  have  crossed  the  con 
tinent  at  a speed  greater  than  the  rotation  of  the  earth."  In 
the  higher  latitude,  iet  planes  are  even  now  leaving  the  sun 
behind. — (Oklahoma  Aviation  News.) 

DC-4'b  REPLACE  2-0-2's 

Etfeclive  March  17,  all  Northwest  Airplanes'  Marlin  2-0-2 
aircraft  were  replaced  on  all  routes  by  Douglas  DC-4's. 
Helena,  Bozeman,  and  Kalispell  are  among  the  cities  which 
v/ill  not  be  served  by  the  larger  airplanes. 

The  Martins  were  voluntarily  withdrawn  from  service  for 
modulation  as  recommended  by  CAA's  modification  board. 
The  modification  program  for  the  2-0-2's,  which  will  cost 
about  SIS. 000  a plane,  will  keep  the  airplanes  out  of  service 
for  30  to  60  days. 


MAYBE  NEW  REQUIREMENTS  FOR  PRIVATE 
PILOT  LICENSE 

CAA's  Office  of  Aviation  Safety  proposes  more  stringent 
requirements  for  issuance  of  a private  pilot's  license.  The 
proposed  changes,  aimed  at  producing  safer  llyers,  will  in- 
clude: (1)  a more  practical  (light  test;  (2)  increased  cross- 
country training  and  practice;  and  (3)  reinslantement  of  a 
written  examination  with  eighty  to  ninety  per  cent  required 
as  a passing  grade.  Not  a rule  yet  . . . but  maybe. 

NEW  REGULATIONS 

Two  new  regulations  recently  adopted  and  placed  in 
effect  by  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  require  that 
all  aircraft  engaged  in  agricultural  Hying  in  the  state  of  Mon- 
tana be  covered  with  public  liability  and  properly  damage 
Insurance  in  the  amounts  oi  $25,000  and  $25,000/$50,000. 
The  new  ruling  also  requires  that  all  agricultural  operations 
(each  individual  spray  or  dust  job)  be  reported,  within  14 
days  of  the  day  of  application  of  chemical,  to  the  Department 
of  Entomology,  Montana  State  College,  Bozeman. 


Air  Line  Pilots  Association  has  had  resignations  of 
pilots  on  United  and  American.  Criticism  of  ALPA  President 
Dave  Behncke  has  been  growing  in  the  ranks  in  recent 
months. 


The  Navy  has  been  far  ahead  of  the  Air  Force  in  recog- 
nizing the  essential  nature  of  civil  aviation  in  wartime. 


APRIL  FIRST  DEADLINE— PILOT  REGISTRATION 

Is  your  pilot's  license  registered  with  the  Montana  Aero- 
nautics Commission?  April  1,  1951  is  the  deadline  for  regis- 
tering this  year.  Pilots  not  registered  with  the  Aeronautics 
Commission  after  April  I v/ill  be  liable  for  fine  if  they  oper- 
ate an  aircraft  in  Montana — just  as  with  your  automobile 
driver's  license. 

If  you  haven't  been  receiving  your  News  Letter  it  might 
be  that  you  haven't  registered.  The  Nev/s  is  mailed  only  to 
registered  pilots. 

ARMY  SETTING  UP  HELICOPTER  TRANSPORT 
COMPANIES  DESPITE  AF  OPPOSITION 

The  Army  is  going  ahead  with  plans  to  establish  heli- 
copter transport  companies  to  be  assigned  to  combat  divis- 
ions despile  reported  opposition  from  the  Air  Force.  A heli- 
copter instruction  course  is  being  established  at  Fort  Sill, 
Oklahoma,  and  will  be  announced  shortly  by  the  Chief  of 
Army  Field  Forces. 

Present  estimates  suggest  Army  use  of  1,500  helicopters, 
a number  which  v/ill  probably  not  be  ordered  at  one  time 
but  which  represents  an  ultimate  goal.  Each  Company  will 
have  23  helicopters,  two  to  be  used  for  command  and  re- 
connaissance and  the  remainder  light  cargo  types  for  Irans- 
porling  men,  equipment  and  supplies. 

Selected  enlisted  men  and  warrant  officers  are  to  be 
trained  as  Army  helicopter  aviators  and  will  receive  "in- 
centive hazardous  duly''  pay  while  training  at  Fort  Sill. 
Graduates  selected  as  Army  helicopter  aviators  will  be 
made  temporary  warrant  officers.  To  be  eligible,  volunteers 
must  (a)  have  private  pilot  license  with  60  hours  solo  flight 
time;  (b)  be  between  20 Vi  and  30  years  of  age  with  maximum 
height  ol  72  inches  and  weight  of  180  pounds;  and  (c)  have 
completed  basic  training, 

MINNESOTA  AIRPORT  PROPOSALS  OPPOSED  BY 
FLYrNG  FARMER  PRESIDENT 

Airport  Development  in  Minnesota  would  be  set  back 
10  years  if  recommendations  of  the  so-called  "Little  Hoover 
Commission"  with  regard  to  the  state  airport  set-up  were 
to  be  adopted.  Kenneth  C.  Butler,  president  of  the  Minnesota 
Flying  Farmers,  has  declared.  Recommendations  Butler  op- 
poses v/ould.  (a)  discontinue  state  aids  for  building  or 
improving  local  landing  fields;  (b)  prohibit  the  state  from 
owning  or  operating  airport.-;;  (c)  reduce  budget  of  state 
aeronautics  department  by  S0%;  (d)  call  for  financing  all 
future  expenditures  In  the  aeronautics  field  solely  from  avi- 
ation "users"  taxes;  and  (e)  suggest  distribution  of  receipls 
from  gas  taxes  paid  by  interstate  air  carriers  only  to  mu- 
nicipalities where  the  lax  is  paid.  Butler  has  proposed  a 
counter  program  which  he  said  Is  constructive. 


NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  STATE  AVIATION  OFFICIALS 

PURPOSE  "To  fiMtrr  aviation  a*  an  Industry . as  n mode  of  transportation  for  persons  and  property  and  as  an  arm  of 

the  national  defense;  to  Join  with  the  Federal  Covernment  and  other  groups  In  Kaeareli,  development,  and  of  *vln- 

th.n;  to  develop  uniform  aviation  laws  mid  regulations,  and  to  otherwise  encourage  co-operutlon  and  mutual  aid  among  Uie  sev 
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ADDITION  TO  AVIATION  J^HIVES 

lames  Neely.  Chairman  ol  the  Helena  Hangar,  Montana 
Pilots'  Association,  presented  to  the  Montana  Aeronautics 
Commission  a historic  photograph  of  Cromwell  Dixon  in  his 
old  Curtiss  Biplane  which  was  the  first  plane  to  cross  the 
Continental  Divide,  having  flown  from  Helena.  Montana  to 
Blossberg,  Montana  in  191 1.  Arthur  J.  M.  Johnson,  Chairman 
of  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission,  in  accepting  the 
picture  from  Mr.  Neely,  said  that  the  Aeronautics  Commis- 
sion will  attempt  to  gather  all  historic  aviation  pictures  of 
early  Montana  flyers  and  preserve  them  for  the  aviation 
section  of  the  State  Historical  Library. 


FREEDOM 

Freedom  to  fly  was  the  Wright  Brothers,  as  it  is  every- 
one's today. 

Freedom  is  a man  at  the  lathe,  or  at  the  desk,  doing  the 
job  he  llke3  to  do  and  speaking  up  for  himself.  It  is  a man 
in  the  pulpit,  or  on  the  corner  speaking  his  mind.  It  is  a man 
puttering  in  his  garden  in  tiie  evening,  and  swapping  talk 
with  his  neighbor  over  the  fence.  It  is  the  unafraid  faces 
of  men  and  women  and  children  at  the  beach,  or  looking 
out  of  car  windows  speeding  along  a 4-lane  highway. 

It  is  a man  saying  "Howdy  stranger,"  without  looking 
cautiously  over  his  shoulder.  It  is  the  people  of  the  country 
making  up  their  own  minds.  It  is  a soprano  singing  the  Star 
Spangled  Banner  off-key  and  meaning  every  word  of  St. 

Freedom  is  the  air  you  breathe  and  the  sweat  you  sweat. 
It  is  you  and  150  million  people  like  you,  with  your  chins  up, 
during  anybody  to  take  it  away  from  you  —(Oregon  Air 
News.) 


CIVIL  DEFENSE  IN  THE  AIR 

The  blueprints  for  Civil  Air  Defense  in  Montana  are  be- 
ing drawn.  Within  a short  time  a fully  planned  program 
will  be  in  effect  and  the  Civil  Defense  Aircraft  Operations  of 
the  State  will  be  utilized  to  the  fullest  extent  by  the  Office  of 
Civil  Delense  and  may  be  called  upon  to  furnish  transporta- 
tion for  (1)  special  Civil  Defense  teams  and  equipment;  (2) 
rescue  teams  and  equipment;  (3)  police,-  (4)  medical  and 
health  teams  and  their  equipment;  (5)  priority  personnel;  (6) 
seriously  iniured  and/or  hospital  patients;  (7)  engineering 
and  utility  crews,  and  for,  (8)  supplementing  messenger 
service  and  public  address  broadcasts. 

Ned  Cheadle,  Director  of  Civil  Defense  of  the  State, 
is  working  with  the  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  on 
defense  measures. 

NEW  AIRMAN  CERTIFICATES 

Local  CAA  Safety  Agents  are  accepting  applications 
for  the  new  handy  and  convenient  wallet-size  photostatic  air- 
man certificates  which  replace  the  old  large  jxrper  certifi- 
cates. 

The  issuance  of  the  new  airman's  certificate  should  not 
be  confused  with  the  proposed  issuance  of  pilot  identification 
cards  by  CAA  which  is  expected  any  time 


FIELD  CONDITION  REPORTING  SERVICE 

The  Civil  Aeronautics  Administralion's  field  condition 
reporting  service  in  the  stale  is  meeting  with  very  favorable 
comment.  It  is  up  to  the  flight  operator  of  each  field  to  mail 
a card  to  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Administration  at  Helena, 
indicating  runway  condition  of  his  particular  airport.  A 
weekly  tabulation  is  made  at  the  Helena  office  and  mailed 
to  all  flight  operators.  If  you  have  not  been  submitting  field 
condition  reports,  it  will  be  to  your  advantage  and  to  the 
flying  public's  advantage  for  you  to  do  so. 


W FLXJNG  SAFETY 

"In  tl)e  Spring,  a y<mng  man's  fancy  turns  to-  flying." 
Th«*Tnlght-o1so  be- cnlled  the  beginning  of  the  BUZZING 
season,  or  the  DANGER  season 

Death  meets  impartially  the  pilots  guilty  of  "buzzing" 
or  flat-halting ",  whether  these  maneuvers  are  deliberately 
repeated  by  the  "Hot  Rock"  or  whether  they  are  the  im- 
pulsive act  of  the  relative  novice  who  never  tried  it  before 
and  never  intended  doing  it  again. 

An  airplane  is  built  foolproof,  but  not  D—  foolproof  I 

Remember; 

1.  Keep  Flying  Speed  for  the  Maneuver  Intended 

2.  An  Aircraft  Must  be  Banked  to  be  Turned. 

3 Avoid  Unnecessary  Low  Flying. 

Are  you  "Radio-wise?"  Most  air-ground  communications 
failures  are  caused  by  the  following; 

Aircraft  Receiver  tuned  to  wrong  station. 

Aircraft  Receiver  filter  set  at  RANGE  ONLY  position. 

Station  called  advertised  by  NOTAN  and  AIRMAN'S 
GUIDE  as  discontinued. 

Aircraft  calling  station  when  broadcasts  are  in  progress. 

Called  station  beyond  aircraft's  transmitting  range. 

PROGRESS? 

Today,  instead  of  school  boys  looking  up  to  the  pitot, 
the  radio,  movies  and  television  are  making  the  youths 
look  to  the  obsolescent  cowboy  with  his  horse  and  six-gun. 
Russia  concentrates  on  a vast  air  youth  program.  Are  we 
looking  forward  or  backward?  (Utah  Aero-News) 

OHIO  DUSTER  THAWS  ROADS  FROM  THE  AIR 

An  enterprising  aerial  sprayer  and  duster  operator  has 
come  up  with  a winter  use  for  his  dusting  airplanes  which 
has  aroused  considerable  interest  in  Ohlo'3  State  Highway 
Department. 

The  operator,  Harry  Jordan  of  Skypilots  Flying  Service, 
Inc.,  Columbus,  Ohio,  reasoned  that  an  agriculturally  equipp- 
ed dusting  airplane  could  lay  down  pelletized  de-tcing 
compounds,  such  as  salt,  etc.,  from  powerline  heights.  More- 
over. he  was  sure  that  the  job  could  be  done  faster  and 
more  evenly  than  by  surface  methods. 

The  end  result  of  his  thoughts  was  a demonstration 
flight  over  a selected  test  section  of  Ohio  highway.  Flying 
at  50  to  75  foot  altitude,  the  test  plane  laid  down  crystallized 
salt  at  the  uniform  rate  of  200  pounds  per  mile.  This  test 
section  thawed  immediately,  freeing  the  experimental  area 
of  Ice.  To  a state  that  had  recently  suffered  through  a 
parafylzlng  tee  storm  which  enveloped  102.300  miles  oi 
highway,  the  results  looked  very  promising. 

Thus  the  Ohio  State  Aviation  Board,  the  Ohio  High- 
way Department,  and  operator  Jordan  are  continuing  re- 
search into  a new  outlet  for  the  mighty  potential  of  the 
airplane. 

(It  took  the  test  airplane  just  two  minutes  per  mile  to 
do  the  job). 


BIRTHDAY  FLIGHT 

James  W.  Montee  of  Los  Angeles,  America's  oldest  pilot 
and  perhaps  the  world's  oldest,  made  his  annual  birthday 
flight  recently  on  his  88th  birthday.  He  was  lust  licensed  in 
1922  at  the  age  of  sixty. 

HERE  AND  THERE 

Giles  Russell,  Chief  Instructor  of  the  Helena  Trade 
School,  has  announced  that  an  Aircraft  and  Engine  Mech- 
anic Course  will  be  otlered  beginning  June  15,  1951.  All  in- 
terested persons  should  write  to  the  school. 

The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  will  furnish  to 
all  private  airplane  owners  (who  are  registered  with  the  Com- 
mission) in  the  State  a copy  of  the  new  CAA  publication. 
"Personal  Aircraft  Inspection  Manual,"  which  was  men- 
tioned in  the  last  N«-w  Letter 
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